Introduction
In the 1990s, violence in Sierra Leone and Angola led to a proliferation of literature on diamond mining and reasons for strict governance of global capitalist commodity chains. Recognizing that civil wars had been linked with diamonds traded by rebel forces, with diamond revenues used to carry out atrocities, the term "conflict diamonds" was coined late in the 1990s and popularized in the 2000s (Falls, 2011) . In order to prevent boycotts and retain confidence in globally traded diamonds, the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) was established in 2002 by the United Nations General Assembly with support from the multinational diamond mining industry, governments and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) as a global system to ensure that diamond trade would not be threatened by association with conflict (Grant, 2011; Smillie, 2010) . The KPCS has since frequently been celebrated as a major breakthrough in socially responsible mining and an "innovation in global governance and conflict prevention" (Haufler, 2010, p. 403) . In recent years, however, a growing body of geographical literature has called into question the political and ethical foundations for branding commodities as "fair trade" or "conflict-free" (Schlosser, 2013; Goodman, 2004; Schroeder, 2010) . Recent literature on diamond mining in Africa argues that mainstream policies for promoting global commodity certification have reinforced and re-entrenched existing power inequalities, privileging multinational corporations rather than providing an avenue for promoting social justice (Le Billon, 2012; Zulu and Wilson, 2009 ). This article carries forward this debate by examining the politics of certification in Zimbabwe after alluvial diamond deposits were discovered in 2006 in Marange District, in Zimbabwe's eastern highlands. Marange's diamond rush represented a major new development for the global diamond industry as well for government officials in Zimbabwe. Compared with gold and other precious resources such as platinum, diamonds had not previously been a significant feature of Zimbabwe's
